
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau,                    

A group of leading organizations has come together to form a new

alliance focused on Children’s rights and safety online. We are writing to

request that you urgently consider various critical amendments to both the

Consumer Protection Privacy Act (CPPA) and the upcoming Online Harms

legislation to better protect the safety and rights of children online.

Access to and utilization of digital technology is critically important to children

and young people today to find their voice and make themselves heard, but also

for activism, education, and maintaining contact with friends and family. Major

technology companies have produced remarkable products that strengthen

connection, celebrate diversity and provide financial opportunities that are

accessible as never before.  Yet, while the internet can indeed be a powerful

force for good, it was not designed with children in mind.  

Major companies are operating under a business model aimed at sustaining user

attention for as long as possible in order to maximize advertising revenue. Under this

model, the design of the digital world has had far-reaching unintended consequences

that pose indiscriminate risk and harm to all children, across the full range of their rights

under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)*. 

While other countries, such as the United Kingdom and Australia, have laid the groundwork with

strong legislation that requires special protections and considerations to protect children’s

privacy and safety online, Canada’s CPPA currently makes no mention of children nor the need

for additional measures to affirm and safeguard their right to privacy**. Yet, data protection is

the critical mechanism to protect children from online harm.  How their data is processed, how

default privacy settings are set, the security of connected devices, and the way in which

automated systems are optimized, are all levers by which Canada can enact stronger

protections for children.   
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We recommend that the upcoming Online Harms Bill be reframed as the Online Safety Bill to

highlight the importance of proactively addressing risk to children before it occurs. Addressing

harm only after the fact leaves Canadian children facing an unacceptable level of risk which can,

and should, be reduced through a more preventive approach. Further, we encourage you to embed

key child rights’ principles into both pieces of legislation to ensure for instance, that the 'best

interests of the child’ be a primary consideration in all decisions to regulate online activity.  
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The Al l iance for Protect ing Children’s Rights and Safety Online is  a f lexible network of organizat ions,  inst i tut ions,  thought-leaders,  chi ld
rights experts and pract i t ioners who have come together with the shared purpose of creating a safer internet for chi ldren.  We believe that
chi ldren’s r ights and well-being must be at  the centre of the effort  to strengthen internet governance in Canada and around the world.

David Morley C.M.

President & CEO

UNICEF Canada

Please find attached key recommendations to see Canada become a

world leader in protecting children’s rights online.  These

recommendations will reinforce children’s right to participation and

promote their empowerment while supporting Canada's democratic

values and principles.  

Finally, Canada’s legislation should be guided by General Comment

25 on Child Rights in the Digital Environment as the clearest

articulation yet, of Canada’s international human rights obligations

under the CRC***. 
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Canada

ABOUT  THE  ALLIANCE

We trust you will consider these recommendations to improve children's

online rights and safety. 

Yours sincerely,  
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Juliette Miremont

Morton

Partner, Tech Policy
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C.C.: 

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Canadian Heritage

The Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Innovation, Science and

Industry

The Honourable Bill Blair, Minister of Public Safety

The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc, President of the Queen's Privy Council of Canada and

Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs

Daniel Therrien, Privacy Commissioner of Canada

*Note, children are defined as being under the age of 18 in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and are understood as including girls,

young women, and those with diverse gender identities. 

**The UK, in particular, has gone furthest globally in introducing an Online Safety Bill that includes the establishment of an ‘Age-Appropriate

Design Code’ to prevent online harms before they occur.

***https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/GCChildrensRightsRelationDigitalEnvironment.aspx
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